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'--....._______ DARKEN TO A TALE |
ThAT BEGINS ThUS — e
B ThERE Was A CITY,
d AND ITS NAME (DAS

MeEMPDHIA.

NESTLED "TWLTXT ThE ,
SLOW-FLOWING STYX aND
ThE WAST DESERT (DASTES,
ThE CITY MEMPHIA,
CAPTTAL OF STYGIA, haD
FALLEN (DOEFULLY UPON ThE
hARDEST OF TITMES, "T1S SAID,
FORGOTTEN BY ThE MOST
MUMTFICENT GODS..

ThOSE ThERE (MERE WWhOD
BOASTED OF MEMPHIA ThAT
T AS ONCE ThE SEAT OF A

MIGHTY EMPIRE. BUT NMONE

THERE WERE STILL LIVING

WhO REMEMBERED
ThOSE DAYS.

ﬁ: *-::f.‘-s'_ht-“ r- - }”
" AYE, OR REMEMBERED ThOSE

(WhO REMEMBERED ThOSE
: (DHO REMEMBERED THOSE DAYS.

v i
|
b
)

e ==

AND ThUS, TN MOURNFUL
4 MEMORY,DIDLIFETM =
i THE CITY OF MEMPhIA GO...
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IF YO CANNOT
WawRx; CRIFFLE;
L THEM I INVITE You
TO S7AQVES

BT
THANKS TO You,
GO MERCHANT ==




SLOWLY, TENUOUSLY —
P~ FORTSAWM biM ALk -S4
=F  ThUS OFTEN — =

el — M
-a-una-'(f? e oK

ShUFFLE, DEEP INTO ThE DANK EARLIER TIMES

3’ — DID ThE CRIPPLED STRIPLING 2
) ALLEY DISDAINED BY THE LIGhT — WrThN Those

. ShELTERING

ShaDows, A
SEEMING MTEACLE
© TRAMNSPIRED —




™

= . SHLENCES
PAYDPREAMING
ASAN, THOTHT
SLUICH

THAT 'S ~a Yo Gave
ALL = 55255




OLD MAN
TAKE ?&‘,‘{T QUICK
Too oF
P --AND T'LL
[

YOURSELF SENSELESS ON
THE BACK OF My LABOR.

| %
J L] ©The DUSTY STREETS
. I].]l HOBBLED THE SLY YOUNG
BN ] .. TRICKSTER THOTh. -
)

— -
! T?"ll cmca MORE INTO 7




. AND ThE DAY '
PASSED AS DD MOST i
DAYS (INDER ThE
] SUN-GOD'S ANGRY EYE.

AND T ENDED, TOO,
a5 DD SO MANY OThERS
TN THOSE (MICKED,
3 WOEFUL TIMES —

& HAS T —
WI-NE&D?F IBlS, -

L
-

—
l 1

:

“gRl
4

\ THESE _
W sreeer Fura )

— YOLUMNG. AN S
Mare.




* THE BLOATED SUM, SATED
ON THE DAY'S BLOOD AND MISERY,
hUMG LOW ON ThE hORIZON AS ThE
Y¥OUNG STYGIAN MADE hIS (DARY (DAY
O e oy, o

-AND ONCE MOMENTARILY
FREE OF TTS DISMAL ]
CONFTNES... ¢

Twe C:C’IM!': TOPAY,
& PERHAPS

..-lMﬂ

« BEVENTEEN
Ffd’.&'?’ﬂ?ﬁ IN ALL
THUS FAR




i . - T :
" SUNSET, TheN. aND IR y .o
TO hOME ONCE MORE. > . .
" - N I",." - -

— E =
¥ e, "— K -
» YET INTRUTH, THESAD . e NJFTTTI ) 'Hf I
Bl DOVEL 4T MEMPhIA'S EDGE SN _ 7 it | I|||'I |
B (here THOTH WasS BIRTheD LI 1] ABOUT : . i |
B (DAS NETTHER SHELTER B 1 s | ||
B NOR SANCTUARY TOhM — [N ] || |
2 S o | "||, -

o [ e WL ;W |




PAP,
Nar LEAVE HIM
ALONE!

HE'S .
PONE NOTHING
WRN,

e

i TOUCH

i HER Q7T OLD
MAN,..OR ¥-YOLr'LL
RESRET T.u!

R
MEITHER OF YOU B

WORTH DPIRTYING
L MY #Ag{f#‘zfs

ELET -- OR I'LL GIVE |

(<
YOU FH/CE WHAT I
SAVE YOUR WEETCHED
I BROTHERS

| YOou'LL BE -
I LT ENCLSH TO
BE OF SOME VALLIE

THE BRUISES ua
WILL AE4L, AYINA... Lo
THEY ALWAYS 7%

I THANK
YOoU FOR YOUR
EFEORTS.




AT NIGHhT. (TTh heEr
COOKFTRES BURNED TO
EMBERS, ONLY ThE BALEFUL
MOON GAYVE LIGhT TO
ThE CITY OF ShaDOWS.

BUT ThHE ATR (DAS COOLER,
FOR & ChaNGE, AND
BEYOND ThE CTTY (DALLS
r ThERE (DAS AN
OCCASTOMNAL BREEZE...

MY HE'D LIKE
il IT IF I oEs
LT,

SHOWEL Sl
IN MORE THAMN
h GRLUNTS.

YOU COULD AT
LEAST &47 THE
POOR CREATURE,
AND GIVE
e Bl eome
PURPOSE.



HAVE YOou
NOT YET LEARNES
THATZ HERE, OMNE IS
EITHER SREL4TOR
OR SRE).

I REFLUSE TO SEL/EVE r'r,
FRIENE? THOTH. THE WOR'I.P
IS FILLEP WITH A4l Es.
THE &FQ&Fs sAY --

AN
STILL BESGING IN
THE STREETS.

ANP PREPATORS SE4ST, |
WHILE PREY SUFFERS.
THE SCOONER YOL

THE GOPS
OFFER AOFE TO

THOSE WHO FOLLOW
THEM S/ THELELYY
THEY 22F ;i

CAN BE A
AND STILL

FESS4L
BE WIRTLOLS. ANDP
THE GOPS -- _,

YVIRTUEZ
ANP HOW POES
T4 T EEEL, IN

AN EMPTY

FELLYT




THE RIGHT cMdNMEE
WILL PRESENT ITSELF
TO ME, THAT CHANCE
TO &ISE YOU SPEAK

50 FONDLY

WHEN THAT
PAY LTS,
MY FRIENE? -- T PRAY
: YOU WILL NOT BE
-- AN WHEN “ B eArPPoNTES.
IT POES, T WILL

SEIZE IT BY THE 7@ T,
A MATTER W4T
THE COST.
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1T
THUS DID THE. = >
DAYS PASS, EACH A - S = MOTHER, THAT T
MOCKING €CHO OF | rmce— ———— e 2 rBLY >
The ONE BEFORE. | [e=m e - ( II :.:s.-E- e OF -
T e | (ERERUIE)
#| ovriL, on one sun-BLeachen]] | st | 8 LITTLE A1y ees A,

‘ AFTERNOON, WHEN THE . ; | | (H REm| [ . BUT IBIE SEES
FOOLISH DREAMER AMON : : THE LEAST SE£2
NG S B, "“ Tl | S o

I 4 GREAT LADY!
LATEp HEEE [| z
———— == _J .
L '|
Il
i
i o
-
| | DA
.4 1 —
{AAST0\ W)
} e - -—.-: .-'"“'? —~
W=
B 5
u-'_\- .'T—:__‘__J,J — -thl_f‘::’_:-};/
i I
<R g |
CITIZENS, MAKE ~
RO, :
AHARAN TS
HIGH PRIEST OF — "
1815, NOW PASSES
AMONE YOi! —
-
o
-
)
|
— -=EHT
L
A 1~ e
, YEA, AMON'S hearT < - “THhUS DID hE CLAMBER UPWARD,
1N SEARCH OF A LOFTIER PERCH —

T AND
QUICKENED AT THIS NEWS —,

= AT A& ChaMNCE
TOSEEONESD
hGh ABOVE s 0N
PATHETIC STATION.

T

= ThAT hE€ MIGhT

DARE TO LOOK UPOM - o
GREATNESS WTTHOUT \
BETNG CAST ASTDE.

Ty




T AND hE (DAS =
f MOT DISAPPOINTED.

=1 ]
ThE GLEAMING ThRO

ThE RICh ROBES —

ALL THIS DID AMOMN SEE — AYE, AND MORE.
DARK-CLOAKED DEATH SLIPPING ThROUGH
F ThE Shapows — %

sl

FOR & MOMENT, AMON STOOD N |
MUTE hORROR AT ThE CARNAGE
; ABOUT TO TRANSPTRE — :

E.._
=
)

SEEMED TO hAPPEN WITh
MIND-NUMBING SPEED —

El
—







S LIKE THE
YOUREELF el Vs ey,
WARRIOR, WE ARE S SHAMASH WAITE,

ALL OF US IBIS'S
CHILEPREN. |IBIS'S
AHE AN

()




BUT WE .
WOULD HAVE BEEN
zasr, IF Egr )

FORS/VE ME, © GREAT NI A 1 SOSSNE YOu, LADE
ONE. THOUGH IT 15 IRIRIUINNERA : : . I OWE YOU MY £/, THE
| K \ "amaELoNG TS A AN
SPEAK TO GUARDSHEN Al \ HAVE LITTLE MYSELF,

BUT STILL --

YOU CALL ME HASTER, EHZ |§

THEN FPERHAPS I CAN OFF!ER "r'OLI
SOMETHING WGRTH
= THAN GOLP... . e )
.oa THE ik - = MEET ME i

CHANCE TO Y AT THE TEMPLE
BECOME A TEMPLE .
A AC2LYTE ANP TO
LEACN A“I‘ IBIS'S N

- -""-\-'-" i
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¥

- iy

I TO GOOD AMON, IT

r CEEMED WS JOYOUSs ShOUT
OF EXULTATION COLILD

. SURELY BE hEARD AS FAR

" AS ThE BORDER OF ShEM —

- Jlr Tl
‘.

WOULD ThAT ThERE
haD BEEN NOThING
MORE TO hEAR..]

— BUT WHERE SLY ThOTh
- PROMWLED, hE hEARD IT NOT. | 1 1t

T S

|"-"- &
el T [ :
! ! < ! dHil rOLE YOU T
i N ?f\ 1‘_1 U SAW THAT RUNT
. “F jb = o HIPE SOMETHING
[ & -\-\L\-H-\-\--L--

|
h@)"‘r]
h“ !

u

HERE!

MUST BE AT
W LEAST S/ewTEE,
PlAS rORS HERE;,
hy, IT'M THINKING.

el LT

| m !i|.=i_.l.t‘ N

o




GIVE ME BACK -~ Wa \ yYou HAVE
FHUFFE == WHAT IS MINE -- o X SOME &R/T FOR

SHUMHE OR I'LL -- | A SCRAWNY RUNT,
$HUFFE I'LL KILL ¥You I'LL GVE Yol
ALL == SHUNFe || THAT -=

YES.
EISHTEEN PLASTORS
EXACTLY. A WEEKX'S
ROISTERING.

FOR YOUR KIND
s, CONTRISLTION:
1 Fit RLUNT.

& W, You
., 4 \ KEEF THE
' : N\ ( Eawe with oor
r 7Y COMPLIMENTS.,
= T U =
) * /<

Y

v

BREATH
OF [BlS, ARE You LOOKING
ALL BIAEHT

£ FOR »oL.
AMONT
WH-WHAT ARE
Yo POING
HERET




A
PRIEST
AND, AS
REWARZ, HE
HAS OFFERED TO

MAKE ME AN
N ACOL ¥ TE.
?’ YOu SEE,
THOTHZ CHANGE
/& POSSIBLE. THERE

, 15 AL W ys
HOPE.

OHT AN
Yo COULE TELL
THIS FROM "‘I;HE GREAT
ABOUT HIS HEALR; T
AKE ITF

— - THEM. ..
HMZ THE PRIEST MEVER
= ACTUALLY GOT A Go0OF
LEox” AT Youz

»

.o I HADR NOT
THE CCLIBASE
TO LOOK ONE SO
VIRTUCUS N
THE £¥E.

TO HIM; IT'M CERTAIN
ENE BEGGAR BOY LOOKS
MUCH THE SAME AS !
THE AMEXT.




FACE £SH THY,; PRESSED M
THE PROPER /&24&s, ONE BEGGAR
BOY MIGHT NEELL LOCK THE

" POOR, TRUSTING,
.  FOOLYSH AMOMN.

PERhAPS haAD ThHINGS
NOT GOME SOITLL FOR
ThOoTh ThaAT DAY,
heE WOULD NOT
haveE DONE T,

BUT LET THIS FINAL THOUGHT
7 YOU IN THE AFTERLIFE, |

CEOHEDR,
MY FRIEME?. NOW, THANKS TO 0
FOR THE AARST TIME IN MY
MISERABLE LIFE...




RIEM- 1,07h haD SWORN ThAT, (WHEN THE SLIGHTEST
ChANCE PRESENTED ITSELF, hE WOULD
- SPRING ON TT LIKE A TIGER. AND he hab. ..

NOW, he WATTED
FOR IS FATHER
TO DEPART FOR
ANOTHER NIGHT
OF DRUNKEN
OBLIWTON...

TER.
THAT T
DAY SETLIEN ==

EAREWELL
WA

Bhe oo Ty
Yol




S FRIEND'S BLOOD STILL DRYTNG
T 1 TGhT AND T K
HUDDLED TN & NARROW ALLEYDAY TERED;E?HS m‘ﬁgﬁy

MNEAR 'rm'.-t *EHPLE OF TBIS. OR ShaME AT h1S ACTIONS, L | AT LAST, THOUG

1 ” ” " HI ! i-| ”I OR IF I'T (DAS BUT ThHE CCILD-— s ThE SUN GOD"S'
i 1 have Never known. [T chmamcgeuusueu i
b M m”“’ T N YA BT R = ;

"I"l'l”.l ‘ Y

e a I R b T e |

C ASA YOUu WHEN
F’IRE-T WE MET..




— L Ak

--rh-&:r.mnnce':a.ueu_ 1.

ThOTh:, BUT NOLWL
BECOME AMON, STEPPED
TNTO & NEW WORLD. .

: YOLULL HAVE
OF IBlISs'S
THE MA

HEARD

SHTE,
H/SES0H IN
REETPLACE,

© . TO LET
OUR SPIRITS
SR ON WINDS
OF JaY.

EXCELLENT;
EXCELLENT.

. ACOLYTES,

>

""""""
C i
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Vo g
4







AND A5 SULLEN NIGHT
APPROACHED ONCE MORE, ThE
™ ChaNGELNG ThOTh FOUND hiS
CIRCUMSTANCES TROULY
TRAMSFORMED —

OF SOME
HELF [N YOUR
EFF

BUT YOU ARE
A S TEEENT
AS AM --

OF MY OWN.
WONPER OF WONFERS,
ALREADRPY THIS NEW LIFE

SHOWERS ME WIT

S TLOYING,
AS WE ALL
SHOULEP BE.

YOU'RE
THE NEW AT ¥ TiE,
AREM

T YOUZ MOV,
16 T2 -

THE SAME.
AND THOUGH T
BE OF AUMBLE
ORISIN -
--STLL T
WILL STURY A=,
LEARN ALL I cak, AN

1=
MAKE SOMHE THNS
OF MYSELF.

I Aam CALLER
AL AN THES.

GREAT
TUS |5 MY
ol THER,




AND ThUS, MOST (NSE
SChOLAR, (DAS FORGED
AM UMLIKELY BOND ThHAT (DOULD
- TN TTME COMMAND ThE COURSE
r OF BOTH BOYS' LIVES... d
--lh..-"_.-.;.. e T N T "I
e - =
~AND ThE DAYS PASSED BY LTKE
SAMD N ThE WIND, DRIFTING INTO
MONTHS AND YEARS —

BEETF *THE PASSASE
OF |BIS'S HiINGS SRINGS
A CLEANSING SREEZE
T ALL. "

| — AND YOUMG ThOTH
. PROVED hIMSELF
DILIGENT, QUTCK
OF UNT AND
ATTENTIVE —

; ANP THE
CONSTELLATIONS
f ARE THE WARRIORS
W OF THE SOS, BATTLING
BB ACANST THE CREATURES
- OF THE OUTER 4
CARK... .

SEE. MSSA5E
OF [Bis'sS WNSS SRINGS
A CLEANSING BREEZE
T& ALL. "




- " ’
. 1 —

AND ThOTh=-CALLED=-AMON'S MIND JQUICKENED AND ""
hiS STRIDE GREW MORE CONFIDENT, BUT ALIMAYS !
g WIS OLD LIFE REMAINED (WTTH hiM,
A
- AND ONE COOL
 SPRING: EARLY TN hiS

I'VE NEVER
SEEM YOU 5O
THOROUGHLY
ENGRPSSELS

IN YOUR Wi,

MY FRIEME.

CCAHE,
YOUNGS AMON.
LET USs TURN OUR
AgEﬂGN TO MORE
HJEE-LIITg.

N elTiee
PUSTY VESTIGES OF
THINGS BETTER LEFT

RS2 TTEN.

I._-l

1
1 [ g, [T

-




THLUS, IF
PEAR; TRUSTING " f
KALANTHES WILL ESO@E/VE |
His YOLING FRIENE a#H2A
FOR UTILIZING THE TOOLS OF
STREET-THIEF FHOTHS
OLD TRADE...

YOUNG ThOThH CAUTIOUSLY
STUDED WIS PILFERED
SCROLLS, STRUGGLING

TO MAKE SENSE OF
ThE ANCIENT TEXT.

"TWOLILE SEEM IT WAS HOME TC A

AND ONE QYORD DID hE . g - THOUSAND CENTURIES OF SLACK MASIC

FIND REPEATED AGATN AND YET-JEIEES ™ i SN AND e B0 RCHAIC

AGAIN, UNTIL h€ GLEANED AT ]
25 iy - AND POWER,
LAST ThE TRUTH OF IT.. e T, POWER ENOLIGH

ASAINST IT! A SOCIETY
S0 PARK ANEP
F‘Exgﬂﬁfﬁr ITS

SPLPOKEN. .. EVEN IN
THE FAINTEST
W SPER,

THIS, THEN, IS - = :
WHAT I Sl HE HERE : = I — F "TIS LONSE
FOR -- THAT FOR WHICH J . SINCE TIME FOR
I HAVE SO LONG BEEN | WHAT HAS BEEN LOST
R TO ONCE AGAIN
BEY BE S0V,
EVEM A% VIVIDP

TiS TiHE
IMAGINING. . A ’ : : FOWER WS

M/NES




© AND SPRING BECAME SUMMER, AND
e SUMMER A DREY AND DUSTY AL0TUOMNM, |

IF THAT
AND ThOThH SEARCHED EVERY B FiLTHY CUTPLURSE
_ CREVICE AND CRANNY OF " LIAEL TS ME;
SAD MEMPHIA, FOLLOWTNG aNY ~
TINY hINT OR CLUE; TOD FIND

T = AND AT LAST, ON ONE
- TEARFUL SAND-SIIEPT MIGHT —

YOU HAVE NO IFEA
WHAT IT HAS TAKEN TCO |
Ef#ﬁ'm-l; oLP
ANE YET,
I HAVE BEEN
AERE ALL
ALONGS,

ORLCEL ¥ NOW,
HOW ARE YOl ol i ECF

r

s AL ARy
F AT W g

et

1 LI




YOU WISH TC LEASA OF /,.-"-_'__‘-'--u..\
AHC::,E.E-‘T:‘.T ACHERSONT OF ITS | : CLATESE YOouUl™,

Z TS TE IBLE WHAT HAVE You
GLORIES Z A | COME TO — Az
- | Moo [ wnicH you
X S\ DESIRED,
you 5/ [ -
SAALL

AND ThOTh, SENSELESS
FROM ThHE SERPENT S BITE,
FELL TNTO & FEVERED SLUMBER,
+ AND MUTTERED, LONG, OF TEN AND

= OF AN ANCIENT
KINGDOM ThAT OMNCE
GRTPPED ThE (DORLD

M ITS RUTHLESS

REPTILIAN FIST—

' = OF ThE GREAT
BEMNIGhHTED POER

| OF THE LONG LOST
SERPENT-GOD SET—

: AYE: (DRTTHING T™
AGONY, ThE hAPLESS
ThOTh DREAMED OF

ANCIENT AChEROM —




— AND (WhEN AT LAST he
ADAKENED, (DEAK AND SHAKEM..,

AYE, ALL

OF IT -- AND?
HORES

AN T
ANAITS ONLY
OMNE S F;’E

NOF WELL,
Z SHALL FIND

BE
TRUE TO YOUR
QATH, BOY...UNTO

ZEd

]

PEEF [N A CAVERN LONG LDS-T

ANL THOUSHT Fﬂ?ﬁﬂﬂﬁf -4
r

GLORIOUS S£T HAS BEEN FOR
THERE LIES A RELIC OF
LNIMASINABLE FOWER.

Hap

IN ALL
THESE LONG
CENTURIES, NO ONE
HAS THE £lBAEE
SEEK [T
_AMIGHTY




"TWAS SATD OF SORROW=-ShAaDOWED
MEMPHIA MORE ThAN MOST ThAT
ANY (WhD CHhOSE TO (ALK
ABROAD AFTER SUNSET RISKED
GREAT PERIL TN ThE DONG.

AND NEVER (DAS ThiS
MORE TRUE ThaM TN
ThE MONTHS ThAT FOLLOWED
ThOTh'S AUDIENCE
WITH he Who WATTED.

THE MaF TQ THE POWER

(OF ACHERON POES STILL EXIST, |
[@

P ' FROM THER TO
b fﬁi LEE"A]N \ldME ESS _,: FIRST PART OF

-= ANDP THE
THE FPUZZILE...IS
A

e




AND AUTUMN BECAME WINTER, $ucl‘; A5
MEMPHIA KNEW WINTER. AND SPRING
AGATN, AND SUMMER. -

T y—
+ AND MEMPhIA REMARKED LITTLE ON
THE DEATHS OF SEVEM SCATTERED
MEMBERS OF LONG-DEAD CULTS.




* ACROSS A VALLEY
OF ShIFTING SAND
IT CALLED TO hiM...

i CAVERNOUS
MOUTH MORE LTKE
& hUOMGRY Mad
ThaN ANY
COMNCTIDENCE
OF STONE..

AYE, TT CALLED, LAST
AND LOATHSOME, .

ThE REFUGE OF ThE
DARK GOD SET —

BUT DARK
TREASURES SOUGHT
ARE MEVER S0
EASILY GATNED..




= TR 2 g THOL
Bh:k, Fool! 4 ¥ ART MNOT e . H&sST BEEMN
: : A GASE TR S 0N A TAELY
T " BND THOU LILT
h=ro

.

FLEE
WHILST THOU ART

BUT:; ON MY ANVESS
IF I MUST, WITH MY LAST
CASFING SEEATH -

AND, SUNFT AS 1T BEGAN, -- I SHALL
SIS WHAT
 ThE BLACK (LIND DID VANTSh.., A BUT THIS CAVERN

PN
AN LLLLS/ON == TO EErESS Y
FRIGHTEN AWAY THE




A WRITHING

REPTILIAN

AND DEEP, TIDE: THEY
DEEP, DEEP ROLLED AT hiM,

SEEKING TN ThETR
FANGED FURY
TO OVERMDELM
hiM, TO :
CONSUME HTM —;

BENEATHh THhE |

SMOThERING

EARTH: YOUNG

ThOTh FOUND e
hIMSELF FACTNG [t

h1S DESTINY — |

STEF, T sky Yol
STAY BALAY
DESTROY ME
BMD You DESTROY
BLL HOPE OF YOUR
RESLRRES TN

g —=
f, =2yl
h\)} m,-]%;}‘:bﬁ;pq

i’ \
=8 _ /f‘
il _ d 5 .'LH"-'/'
L0 . L L] - g
AND THOTH SMILED. 'Y
AND ThOTH RELAXED, NN ——r ) \,
J .
- -







. ANDhE caLLep 4
FOR HIS SISTER,
AND FOR AMOM.

AND IS YIS1OMN
DIMMED, h1S BREATH
SOURED, S
LUNGS BUBBLED
{WITH BLOOD.

. AND hE CURSED IS FATHER,
AND ThE OTHER ACOLYTES,
AND ThE SCAR-FACED BULLY

WhHO STOLE OIS TREASURE.

AND SO IT WAS, STRAINTNG,
AGOMNIZED, ThAT FOR ThE




